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was abandoned almost as soon as declared. Dubois had the
double credit, with the King of England, of having arranged
this demonstration of joy, and of giving it up ; in both cases
solely for the purpose of pleasing his Britannic Majesty.
Towards the end of this year, 1720, the Due de Brissac
married Madlle. Pecoil, a very rich heiress, whose father was a
maitre des requites, and whose mother was daughter of Le
Gendre, a very wealthy* merchant of Rouen. The father of
Madlle. Pecoil was a citizen of Lyons, a wholesale dealer, and
extremely avaricious. He had a large iron safe or strong-box,
filled with money, in a cellar, shut in by an iron door, with a
secret lock, and to arrive at which other doors had to be passed
through. He disappeared so long one day, that his wife and
two or three valets or servants that he had song lit him every-
where. They well knew that he had a hiding-place, because
they had sometimes seen him descending into his cellar, flat-
candlestick in hand, but no one had ever dared to follow him.
Wondering what had become of him, they descended to the
cellar, broke open the doors, and found at last the iron one. They
were obliged to send for workmen to break it open, by attack-
ing the wall in which it was fixed. After much labour they
entered, and found the old miser dead in his strong-box, the
secret spring of which he had apparently not been able to find,
after having locked himself in; a horrible end in every respect.
The Brissacs have not been very particular in their alliances
for some time, and yet appear no richer. The gold flies away ;
the dross remains.
I had almost forgotten to say that in the last day of this
year, 1720, a Prince of Wales was born at Rome.*
The Prince was immediately baptised by the Bishop of
Montefiascone, and named Charles. The event caused a great
stir in the Holy City. The Pope sent his compliments to their
Britannic Majesties, and forwarded to the King of England
(the Pretender) 10,000 Roman crowns; gave him, for his life,
a country house at Albano, which, until then, he had only lent
him, and 2000 crowns to furnish it. A Te Deum was sung in
* Charles Edward, afterwards known as the Young Pretender.
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